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discover property supposed to be illegally
concealed or evidence improperly suppressed.
The Fourth Amendment to the United States
Constitution contains the provisions that the
people shall be secure in their persons, houses,
etc., against unreasonable searches and seiz-
ures, and that search warrants shall issue
only when supported by affidavits as to facts,
etc., and must contain a description of the
place to be searched, the purpose thereof,
and what is to be seized thereunder. Most of
the State constitutions have incorporated
these provisions. Search warrants are issued
to search for and to seize goods held contrary
to customs and revenue laws; stolen goods;
intoxicating liquors; obscene literature and
pictures; counterfeit money; game taken or
held contrary to the game laws; to discover
females supposed to be detained for immoral
purposes against their will; for evidence of
crime; and for goods held in contravention
of any statute. A search warrant shall be
issued only by a legally authorized court, and
shall be directed to a proper officer, such as
a sheriff or police officer; and the latter
must comply strictly with its provisions, or
become personally liable for trespass. If re-
fused admittance he may force an entrance.
A search warrant will not be issued merely
to obtain evidence for a party to a civil ac-
tion, but must be for the benefit of the state.

Search, Right of, is a privilege granted
to belligerent powers by International Law.
It authorizes belligerent war vessels to stop
neutral ships, and examine their charters
and cargoes in order to make sure that they
are not enemy's vessels masquerading under
a neutral flag, and to determine whether or
not they are carrying contraband of war. If
there is reasonable doubt as to the neutral
character of a vessel, or if she is carrying
contraband goods, she may be captured and
turned over to a prize court for adjudication.

Searchlight, an instrument for directing
a powerful beam of electric light for the
purpose of search, illumination, or signalling.
Searchlights are much used in military opera-
tions in the field and on coast fortifications,
but they have their widest sphere of useful-
ness in the navy, where they are employed
for purposes of navigation, to detect vessels
attempting a torpedo attack, and to light up
the enemy so that the guns may be more ac-
curately sighted. In recent years, merchant
vessels have employed searchlights to an in-
creasing extent.

Sea Serpentv a name applied to a marine

monster of serpentine form, often reported
to have been seen, but whose existence has
never been scientifically verified. Some of the
accounts of sea serpents are undoubtedly
mythical; while others are generally believed
to be due to inaccurate observations of actual
fish or marine animals, as the long, slender
ribbon fish or oar fish, the basking and frilled
shark, and the giant cuttle fish of the Loligo
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or squid type (sec SQUID ; CEPHALOPODA) . An-
other theory is that there arc still a few living
specimens of marine reptiles, such as the ple-
siosaurus, and that at rare intervals these
appear on the surface of the ocean.
Seashore, the strip of land immediately
bordering the sea, which extends from the
highest point readied by an ordinary high
tide to the edge of the water at low tide. In
the United States this strip generally belongs
to the State within which it lies.
Seashore, as a biological term, may be
said to include three areas: (i) the region
just above high tide mark, (2) the region
between tide marks, and (3) the region just
beyond low tide mark. Of these, the first is
inhabited by terrestrial animals and plants;
the third is the region of marine organisms;